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ae asseareen to heme heacd 2 ocd of ming, 
: EDs Doe 5 Wes > who was formerly at Cambridge, often men- 
we eee . tion a fe& of Philofophers diftinguithed by 
tases the reft of the collegians by the appellation 
of Tuft-Hunters, Thefe were not the 

difciples of the Stoics or Epicureans, or’ the advdcates’ fot 
the old or new philofophy, but .the. followers, literally 
fpeaking, of the fellow-commoners, noblemen, and other, 
rich ftudents, whom, it feems, the courtefy of the Univer- 
fity has honoured with a cap adorned with a gold toffel. 
Thefe few gold threads have almoft as much, influence.in 
the Uniyerfity as a red or blue ribband at court, and always, 
draw after the wearer a train of humble companions, who 
Vor. Il, Hhh will 
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will be at his call to breakfaft, dine, or fup with him 
‘whenever he pleafes,* will” go'with him any where, dfink 
with him, wench with him, borrow his’ money, or let 
him’ pay their reckoning. : They are, l amtold, @ fort’ of 
difeafe of the place, which a man of fortune is fure to 
catch as foon as he arrives there: and thefe faft friends ftick 
fo clofe to him, that he can never fhake them off, while he 


Keeps his gown on his back, 


Tue Univerfityef London is not without its Tuf/t- Hunters, 
who faften, like leeches, on a young man of fortune at his 
firft coming to:town- They befet hinyas foan asihe afrives, 
and when they have once furrounded him, feldom fail of fe- 


curing him to thenafelves; for no perfons of character care 
‘to have any connections with him, when he “has been fre- 


quently feen in fach bad company.. It is a great misfortune 
for any young gentleman to fall into their hands: though 
indeed, as a fool is the natural prey of knaves, the wealthy 
maintainers of this fraternity are generally none of the wi- 
feft: And as at the Univerfity, “‘ where the learned pate ducks 
to the golden fool,” the gentleman-ftudent is diftinguithed 
by. a cap with a gold tuft, I afways confider- thefe fons of 
folly in town as adorned with a fhowy cap hung with: bells; 
which ferve at once to denote the depth of their parts, and 
to- call their train about them.. 


Ti diale& of the town has very: expreflively charac- 
terifed thefe humble dependants on men: of fortune by the 
name of Hangers-on. They will, indeed, take fiich: fure! 


hold, and hang on a man fo conftantly, that it is almoft it~ 
poffible to dtop them. Whenever the gentleman appears, 
the Hanger-on is fare to be at is elbow: They will fqueze’ 

themfetves- 
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themfelves into every party that is formed; and I have 
known inftances of their thrufting themfelves into ftrange 
families, by fticking to their patron’s fkirts, and impu- 
dently introducing themfelves where he has been invited 
to dinner: which, indeed, I think would not be an im 
proper cuftom, provided they would fubmit to ftand behind 
his chair. They will ftick fo clofely, that all the adhefive 
quality of burs, pitch, &c. feem to te collected in them ; 
and the line in Pope’s Odyfey, fo often ridiculed, may rather 
be confidered as emphafis than tautolegy in’ {peaking of 
Them. The Hanger-cn clings to his fool, as Ulypis did to 
the rock, and in Pope’s words, 


They sTICK ADHERENT, and sUSPENDED HANG. 


Tue tenacioufnefs of a Hanger-on is fo very ftrong, that 
whoever is drawn into their fnares, is fo firmly limed he can 
hardly ever loofe himfelf from them. For as nothing but 
the loweft meannefs of fpirit could ever prevail on a man 
to fubmit to fuch dependance on another, it isin vain to 
think of getting rid of fuch abject wretches by treating them 
with contempt. They will take as much beating, provided 
you will allow them an equal degree of familiarity, as) a 
Spaniel, They will alfo fubmit. to do any little offices, and 
are glad to make themfelvés ufeful, whenever they: have an) 
opportunity. ‘They will go among the brokers to borrow’ 
money for you, pimp for you; or fubmit to any other fuck» 
gentleman-like employment to ferve their friend: 


Ir muft here be noted, that every Hanger-on is a perfon 
of ftrict honour and a gentleman ; for though his fortune 
is (to be fure) fomewhat inferior to yours, and he fubmits to 
| ~ make 
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make himfelf convenient on feveral occafions, yet on that 
account you are indebted to his infinite good-nature; and 
all his endeavours to ferve you proceed from his great friend- 
fhip and regard for you. I remember one of thefe friendly 
gentlemen, who carried his efteem fo far, that in a 
quarrel with his rich companion, in which he was favoured 
with feveral tweaks by the nofe and kicks on the breech, 
he received all thefe injuries with patience, and only faid 
with tears in his eyes, “‘ Dear ‘fack, I never expected this 
“ ufage from you. You know I don’t mind fighting ; but 
* I fhould never have a moment's peace, if I was to do 
** you the leaft injury. Come, ‘ack, let us bufs and be 
“« friends,” ‘Their gentility is unqueftionable, for they are 
feldom of any trade, though they are fometimes (being 
younger-brothers perhaps) of a profeffion. I know one, 
who is a nominal lawyer; but though his friend has often 
fee’d him, our Counfellor could never with any propriety con- 
fider him as a client; and I know another, who (like 
Gibbet in the play) is called Captain, whofe elegant manner 
of living muft be fupported by his being on full pay with 
his ‘patron, fince he does not receive even the common 
foldier’s groat a day from his commiffion. However, con- 
fidering at one view the gentility of their profeffion, and 
the thortnefs of their finances, I often look on them as a 
band of decayed gentlemen, the honourable penfioners of 
thofé they follow. The great men among the Romans had 
a number of thefe Hangers-on, which attended them where- 
ever they went, and were emphatically called Umbra, or 
Shadows ; and, indeed, this appellation conveys a very full 
idea of the nature of thefe humble retainers to the wealthy, 
fince they not only follow them like their fhadows, but 
« tke a fhadow prove the fubftance true :”’ for whenever 
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you obferve one or more of thefe Umbre perpetually at the 
heels of any gentleman, you may fairly conclude him to 
be a man of fortune. 


Tuese faithful friends are fo careful of every thing that 
concerns you, that they always enquire with the greateft 
exactnefs into your affairs, and know almoft as well as your 
fteward the income of your eftate. They are alfo fo fond of 
your company, and fo defirous of preferving your good opi- 
nion, that a Hanger-on will take as much pains to keep 
you entirely to himfelf, and to prevent a rival in your af- 
fections, as a miftrefs: and as a convenient femnale is a very 
neceflary part of the equipage of a perfon of fafhion, thefe 
male companions muft be a very agreeable part of the retinue 
of thofe high-fpirited young gentlemen,who are fond of being 
the head of their company. It is only a more refined tafte 
in expence to pay a man for laughing at your wit, and in- 
dulging your humour: and who will either drink his bottle 
with you at the tavern, or run to the end of the town for 


you on an errand, 


I mMicut alfo take notice of an humbler fort of 
Hangers-on, who fix themfelves to no one particular, but 
faften upon all their friends in their turns. Their views, 
indeed, are feldom extended beyond a prefent fubfiftence, 
and their utmoft aim perhaps is to get a dinner. For this 
purpofe they keep a regifter of the hours of dining of all 
their acquaintance; and though they contrive to call in upon 
you juft as you are fitting down to table, they are always 
with much difficulty prevailed upon to take a chair. If you 
dine abroad, or are gone into the country, they will eat with 


your family to prevent their being melancholy on account 
Vor. HM. lii . of 
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of your abfence ; or if your family is out, they will break- 
faft, dine, and fup with you. out of charity, becaufe you 
fhould not be alone. Every houfe is haunted with thefe 
difturbers of our meals: and perhaps the beft way to get rid 
of them, would be to put them, with the reft of your 


fervants, upon board-wages., 


Bur befides thefe danglers after men of fortune, and in- 
truders on your table in town, the country breeds a race of 
lowly retainers, which may properly be ranked among the 
fame fpecies. Almoft every family fupports a poor kinfman, 
who happening to be no way related to the eftate, was too 
proud. of his blood to apply himfelf in his youth to any 
profeffion, and rather chofe to be fupported in lazinefs at the 
family-feat. They are, indeed, known perhaps to be cou- 
fins to the fquire, but do not appear in a more creditable 
light than his fervants out of livery; and fometimes a€tually 
fubmit to as mean offices of drudgery as the groom or 
whipper-in. The whole fraternity of Hangers-cn, whether 
in town or country, or under whatever denomination, are 
the fons of idlenefs: for it will be found upon examina- 
tion, that whenever a man, whofe bread depends on his 
induftry, gives himfelf up to indolence, he becomes capable 
of any. meannefs whatever: and if they cannot dig, yet like 
our Hangers-on, to beg they are not afhamed. 
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